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dam meeting in 1910, and the Russian intelligentsia had allowed themselves to get heated about our Balkan policy between 1908 and 1914. The circles represented by the Novoye Vremya wanted the war, although not before 1916. Yet Sassonov and the Czar still had the reins sufficiently in hand so that German policy could in my own firm conviction steer off the 'Russian impulse towards expansion from us and Austria-Hungary, by giving it an opening on other fronts that were not vital to us. It was only the clumsiness of our policy which brought the Russian war-party to the top and ultimately made it possible for Suchom-linov to deceive the Czar.
Russia certainly had no right to make a war out of the chastisement of Belgrade, but the danger that large Russian circles would demand a war ought not to have been under-estimated. I was convinced even before the ultimatum that the St. Petersburg war-party would be held in check if we treated with the Czar in confidence; if we acted too directly, then we might almost certainly reckon that England would let loose the war in conformity with a century-old political tradition of the maintenance of " continental balance of power" as she understood it. I laid stress on this danger of arousing the slumbering English will-to-war in a conversation with Prince Henry, who visited me in Tarasp in the middle of July. My views were shared by Minister of State von Loebell, and the Saxon Ambassador von Salzo, who were both staying there.